




























There is a sense of community both in and out 
of the classroom, with collaborative learning 
spaces and outdoor leisure areas to enjoy 
between classes.

Buy your essentials on campus
Shops on campus stock a variety of textbooks, stationery, 
magazines, novels, cards, art and computer equipment. 
There’s a dry-cleaning outlet and self-serve printing and binding.

Events
Market days, multicultural week, live music and the Guild Ball are 
just a few of the amazing events held on campus.

Technological convenience 
Wi-fi can be accessed across the campus and there’s a number 
of places on campus where you can recharge your devices. 
We also have several computer labs equipped with printing 
stations, scanners, graphic workstations, smart boards and 
current software.

Study hard, play hard
Curtin Stadium is the home of sport and fitness on campus, 
offering you access to:
•	 a 900sqm fully equipped gymnasium
•	 a group fitness studio
•	 a specialised studio
•	 a health and rehabilitation clinic
•	 vast outdoor recreation spaces
•	 indoor and outdoor multi-use courts.

With a strong focus on enhancing wellbeing and healthy lifestyles, 
you’re encouraged to participate at any level, from spectator and 
supporter to representative and competitor. 

The facilities, services and programs will inspire and engage 
you, and contribute to your vibrant student experience. Take the 
opportunity to try new things, move each day and find out there is 
more to university life than study. 

Visit curtin.edu.au/sport.

Food, glorious food
Whether you need coffee or kombucha, a quick sandwich or a 
hearty hot meal, you can get it on campus. We have great cafés 
and a variety of food trucks!

Supporting your health and wellbeing 
Studying can be challenging at times, so we offer a range of 
health and wellbeing services based conveniently on campus. 
These include a physiotherapy clinic, and a medical centre where 
you can make an appointment to see a doctor, occupational 
therapist, psychologist, counsellor or social worker. 

If you have a disability or you’re caring for someone with a 
disability, you can access support services and assistance to help 
you succeed at Curtin. Our Student Wellbeing Advisory service 
also offers free and confidential support for any issue that may be 
affecting you, no matter how big or small. 

Study support
We acknowledge that uni is different to school study, so we 
offer support to help you transition to university, such as for 
peer-to-peer tutoring and library help.

Settling in
You’ll start your course with Orientation Week, where you will 
receive lots of support from Curtin Connect and student advisors.

Get the course advice you need
Head to Building 102 Curtin Connect for advice on courses, 
applications, enrolment, getting your ID card and organising 
your timetable.

Security and personal safety
At Curtin Perth, we provide a 24/7 security patrol, after-hour 
security escort, campus courtesy bus, emergency telephone 
stations, the SafeZone safety app, secure-card building access 
and well-lit pathways.
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Accommodation

Studying in Kalgoorlie?
If you are studying at Curtin Kalgoorlie as part of your 
degree, you can live at the Agricola student accommodation. 
Agricola is located across from the campus and is just a short 
walk to the town centre. 

Benefits of living on campus
•	 You’ll live in a supportive environment where you can 

meet new people, make friends and feel part of the 
community. 

•	 All accommodation is furnished and you’ll benefit 
from free Curtin wi-fi, an off-peak gym membership at 
Curtin Stadium, plus all your utilities are included in 
your weekly rent.  

•	 You can make the most of the university services, 
including the library, peer study groups, sport 
facilities and medical services. 

•	 There’s minimal travel time to classes.
•	 You can have greater involvement in the campus 

community in clubs, volunteering and events.
•	 You’ll gain independent living skills in a safe 

environment.

If you’re looking for independence when you 
finish school, consider living on campus. 
You’ll enjoy an immersive university experience 
where you can live, study and socialise.
Curtin has six on-campus housing options that are surrounded 
by recreational spaces. Our newest accommodation buildings, 
Twin Dolphin Hall and St Catherine’s College, form part of our 
industry-connected Exchange precinct. We also have student 
accommodation options at Curtin Kalgoorlie.

All our Perth accommodation options are a five-to-ten-minute 
walk from your classes and close to Curtin Stadium, Curtin Central 
Bus Interchange, and cafés and restaurants  –  offering all the 
convenience of an urban lifestyle and plenty of opportunities to 
make new friends. 

And when you’re ready for a study break, you’re a short drive from 
the Perth CBD, Optus Stadium, the South Perth foreshore, local 
café strips and major shopping precincts.

St Catherine’s College 
St Catherine’s College offers a personalised and supportive 
residential experience that helps you achieve success in your 
university studies and beyond. 

Rent includes meals and academic support that is tailored to 
suit the different stages of your university journey, such as free 
tutoring and formal academic dinners. It also incorporates the 
wider college community for collaborating, networking and events 
and features an impressive dining hall, dedicated study spaces, 
common areas and music rooms. There are various room types 
that give you options to have a little extra space, and décor is 
modern and neutral so you can make it your own. 

UniLodge 
UniLodge offers a range of independent living options including 
self-contained studios with ensuites and furnished private rooms 
in shared apartments. Living on campus with UniLodge you can 
enjoy weekly events and activities, 24/7 security, plus you don’t 
have to pay a bond or security deposit.

Twin Dolphin Hall 
Twin Dolphin Hall offers self-contained studio options as well 
as private rooms in two-, four- or six-bedroom apartments, plus 
accessible units. The new ten-storey building has excellent 
facilities including commercial laundries, games room, music 
room, art room and common rooms on each level for you to relax 
or study with friends. On the top level you will also find a theatre 
room for movie marathons or catching up on your favourite shows. 

Erica Underwood House
This homely environment sits across the road from Curtin, close 
to shops and restaurants and accommodates 324 students. 
There are 54 furnished, six-bedroom apartments, each with two 
bathrooms, bedrooms with desks and chairs, a lounge and dining 
area and an open-plan kitchen. 

Vickery House
Sitting amongst beautiful gardens on the southeast boundary of 
Curtin Perth, Vickery House offers 42 furnished six- and eight-
bedroom units. The common space also features a music room 
with a drum kit, keyboard and microphone!

Guild House
These furnished apartments are located across the road from Curtin 
Stadium, on the corner of Kent Street and Jackson Road – perfect 
for anyone wants to keep fit and enjoy the outdoors. There are 31 
private rooms available across four- and six-bedroom apartments. 

Kurrajong Village
This housing is located on the west side of Curtin Perth, opposite 
Waterford Plaza shopping centre. There are four properties 
available within the tranquil gardens: Don Watts House, George 
James House, Japan House and Rotary International House. 
Options range from private rooms in eight-bedroom apartments 
to studio apartments. 
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Visit curtin.edu/SciEng-Double-Degrees.

Engineering and 
Commerce
DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) and 
Bachelor of Commerce 
GUARANTEED ATAR
80 
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and at least 
one of Physics ATAR, Chemistry ATAR or 
Engineering Studies ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLE
Mathematics Specialist ATAR, or equivalent
STAT 
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only 
PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Not accepted
INTAKE
Semester 1, semester 2
STUDY MODE
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
5.5 years full-time
LOCATION
Perth
CRICOS CODE 
066675M

This double degree will expand your 
career opportunities as an engineer 
and in the corporate environment. 

You will gain the understanding of 
economics and finance needed to 
lead large engineering projects in 
your engineering speciality.

Engineering majors available 
•	 Chemical Engineering
•	 Civil and Construction Engineering
•	 Mechanical Engineering
•	 Metallurgical Engineering
•	 Mining Engineering.

Commerce majors available
•	 Accounting
•	 Economics
•	 Finance
•	 Management.

Engineering 
and Science
DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) and 
Bachelor of Science
GUARANTEED ATAR
80 
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and at least 
one of Physics ATAR, Chemistry ATAR, 
Engineering Studies ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLE
Mathematics Specialist ATAR, or equivalent
STAT 
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only
PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Not accepted
INTAKE
Semester 1, semester 2 
STUDY MODE
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
5 years full-time
LOCATION
Perth
CRICOS CODE 
095950A

This double degree will give you a 
competitive edge to your career through 
an advanced understanding of the science 
that underpins practical engineering.

Major combinations available
•	 Mechatronic Engineering and 

Computer Science
•	 Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

and Computer Science
•	 Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

and Data Science
•	 Electrical and Electronic Engineering 

and Physics.

Chemical 
Engineering and 
Chemistry
DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
(Chemical Engineering) and 
Bachelor of Science (Chemistry)
GUARANTEED ATAR
80 
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and Chemistry 
ATAR, and at least one of Physics ATAR or 
Engineering Studies ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLE
Mathematics Specialist ATAR, or equivalent
STAT 
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only 
PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Not accepted
INTAKE
Semester 1, semester 2 
STUDY MODE
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
5 years full-time
LOCATION
Perth
CRICOS CODE 
050336F

An in-depth knowledge of chemistry 
unlocks more opportunities for chemical 
engineers. 

In this double degree you will specialise 
in biosystems engineering, chemical 
engineering or oil and gas.

You’ll explore the development, design and 
operation of processes for the extraction, 
conversion and recovery of materials. 
You’ll also develop the skills for a career in 
a modern analytical or industrial laboratory.



Chemical 
Engineering and 
Extractive Metallurgy
DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
(Chemical Engineering) and Bachelor of 
Science (Extractive Metallurgy)
GUARANTEED ATAR
80 
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and at least 
one of Physics ATAR, Chemistry ATAR or 
Engineering Studies ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLE
Mathematics Specialist ATAR, or equivalent
STAT 
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only 
PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Not accepted
INTAKE
Semester 1
STUDY MODE
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
5 years full-time
LOCATION
Perth then Kalgoorlie
CRICOS CODE 
043753C 

Grounded in geology, chemistry and 
environmental science, this double degree 
will give you comprehensive skills in 
improving industrial procedures in the 
mining sector.

You’ll also learn environmental 
considerations, and graduate ready to take 
a leading role in developing processes that 
extract, convert and recover materials and 
metals.

Civil and 
Construction 
Engineering and 
Mining
DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
(Civil and Construction Engineering) and 
Bachelor of Science (Mining)
GUARANTEED ATAR
80 
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and at least 
one of Physics ATAR, Chemistry ATAR or 
Engineering Studies ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLE
Mathematics Specialist ATAR or equivalent
STAT 
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only
PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Not accepted
INTAKE
Semester 1, semester 2 
STUDY MODE
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
5 years full-time
LOCATION
Perth then Kalgoorlie
CRICOS CODE 
050568A

Adding a mining specialisation to a major in 
Civil and Construction Engineering will give 
you an in-depth understanding of mining 
industry operations.

You’ll also learn aspects of environmental 
conservation, health and safety, and 
management of people and resources – 
an ideal skill set for careers in mine-site 
design, construction and maintenance.

20  |  Double degrees



Double degrees  |  21



22  |  Engineering

Access outstanding, purpose-built 
facilities and start work as a professional 
engineering graduate in just four years.

DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)
GUARANTEED ATAR
80
PREREQUISITES
Mathematics Methods ATAR and at 
least one of the following: Physics ATAR, 
Chemistry ATAR, Engineering Studies 
ATAR, or equivalent
DESIRABLES
Mathematics Specialist ATAR, or equivalent
STAT
May be used to demonstrate English 
proficiency only
PORTFOLIO
Not accepted
INTAKE1
Semester 1, semester 2
STUDY MODES
Full-time, part-time
DURATION
4 years full-time
LOCATION2
Perth, Dubai, Malaysia, Sri Lanka 
CRICOS CODE
072467B
LEARN MORE
curtin.edu/bach-engr
1. Perth intake shown. 
2. Majors offered may vary between locations.

.Curtin’s Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) 
offers you an industry-connected education 
experience in which you will learn how 
to provide solutions to complex societal 
challenges and improve the quality of life 
for people all around the world.

Your study will begin with the Engineering 
Foundation Year (EFY). You’ll learn the 
fundamental concepts and develop the 
required skills common to all areas of 
engineering – giving you the opportunity 
to explore our range of engineering majors 
before choosing the major you will study 
from your second year.

Engineering majors available
•	 Chemical Engineering
•	 Civil and Construction Engineering
•	 Electrical and Electronic Engineering
•	 Industrial and Systems Engineering
•	 Mechanical Engineering
•	 Mechatronic Engineering
•	 Metallurgical Engineering
•	 Mining Engineering
•	 Petroleum Engineering.

Engineering Foundation Year
Developed in partnership with industry, our 
EFY program and its purpose-built first-year 
studios encourage learning by doing.

The EFY’s cross-disciplinary curriculum 
was developed as a base for all Curtin 
engineering disciplines, to ensure you 
graduate with a solid theoretical grounding, 
strong practical experience and cultural 
awareness.

The program and its support services will 
help you progress smoothly into your area 
of specialisation and graduate as a sought-
after and career-ready engineer.

The EFY includes:
•	 full-class lectures
•	 small group tutorials
•	 hands-on laboratory work
•	 team-based design and simulation 

projects
•	 web-based learning resources, bulletin 

boards, online tutorials and quizzes
•	 portfolio development, with an emphasis 

on reflection and self-evaluation
•	 participation by industry representatives, 

exposing students to professional 
practice.

First-year studio
The first-year engineering studio and 
project rooms reflect the modern working 
environment, enabling you to familiarise 
yourself with the layout of a professional 
career setting.

The studio is also a hub to develop social 
and academic networks. It comprises:
•	 an open-plan office
•	 computing, electrical and mechanics 

laboratories
•	 one-on-one learning assistance with 

Engineering Tutor Access Points
•	 project meeting rooms.

Years 2–4 
In years 2 and 3 of your engineering 
degree you will study units relevant to 
your chosen major. 

In year 4 you will undertake an 
honours-level, independent research 
project. Structured across two units of 
study, the project will give you an in-depth 
understanding on your thesis topic. 
It will demonstrate to potential employers 
your skills in planning and undertaking a 
complex body of work within deadlines.

Professional practice
To graduate from this course you must 
have completed 480 hours of exposure 
to professional engineering practice and 
completed senior first-aid training.

Professional practice can comprise a 
combination of real-world experiences. 
Examples include paid and voluntary work 
placements, university-based experience in 
industrial projects, attending extra-curricular 
technical lectures and workshops, and 
industry site visits in Australia and/or 
overseas.

Professional recognition
Graduates fulfil the stage one 
competencies required by Engineers 
Australia for a professional engineer.

Engineering











Industrial and 
Systems Engineering
Use your analytical and problem solving 
skills to optimise complex systems and 
processes.

DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Industrial 
and Systems Engineering)
LEARN MORE
curtin.edu/bach-indsyseng

Industrial and systems engineering focuses 
on the design and optimisation of a whole 
system rather than individual components. 
Industrial and system engineers explore 
problems in their entirety to create holistic 
solutions and processes for complex 
projects.

In this engineering major you will learn how 
to use your analytical and problem-solving 
skills to make systems more efficient, safe 
and cost-effective.

You’ll learn knowledge and skills in related 
engineering fields including mechanical 
and mechatronics, as well as industrial, 
applied and financial mathematics.

You’ll also develop specialised theoretical 
knowledge and practical skills in key areas 
of mechanical design, manufacturing, 
system control, operations research, 
modelling, simulation and optimisation of 
industrial processes.

As a graduate, you’ll be equipped to play 
an integral role in business and industry 
where the continual improvement of 
complex systems and processes is key 
to success.

Professional recognition
This course has provisional accreditation 
from Engineers Australia and is endorsed 
by the Naval Shipbuilding College.

Career information
Careers
•	 Manufacturing engineer
•	 Production engineer
•	 Data modeller
•	 Logistics specialist
•	 Material handling, maintenance or 

scheduling specialist
•	 Plant manager
•	 Process control analyst
•	 Process improvement specialist
•	 Quality controller.

Industries
•	 Banking
•	 Communications
•	 Defence
•	 Healthcare
•	 Hospitality
•	 Minerals and energy
•	 Retail
•	 Space exploration.
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Metallurgical 
Engineering
Learn to design and manage plant 
processing operations to create mineral 
and metal products.

DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
(Metallurgical Engineering)
LEARN MORE
curtin.edu/bach-mteng

Metallurgical engineers mostly work in 
converting raw metals and minerals into 
more useable formats, such as converting 
iron ore and coal into steel. They extract, 
refine and recycle metals and minerals 
that are used in many areas of everyday 
life, including energy production, food 
production, housing and transportation.

In this major you will learn to design, 
develop, optimise and manage the 
operation of metallurgical processing plants 
that transform low-value raw materials 
into useful, high-value mineral and metal 
products – and in an economical and 
environmentally responsible way.

You’ll gain a thorough grounding in 
chemical and physical engineering, 
economic, environmental and sustainable 
principles, and the extraction of metals from 
ores. This course also includes a strong 
management component.

Following your Engineering Foundation 
Year (EFY) at Curtin Perth, you can go 
directly to Curtin Kalgoorlie, or study your 
second year in Perth before completing 
your third and fourth years in Kalgoorlie. 
Studying in Kalgoorlie will provide you 
with meaningful exposure to the 
resources sector.

Double degree
You can study a Bachelor of Engineering 
(Hons) (Metallurgical Engineering) as part 
of a double degree. See pages 19–20 for 
double degree combinations.

Professional recognition
Graduates fulfil the stage one 
competencies required by Engineers 
Australia for a professional engineer. 
The course is also recognised by 
the Australian Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy.

Career information
Careers
•	 Metallurgist
•	 Hydrometallurgist
•	 Metallurgical engineer
•	 Minerals engineer
•	 Process control specialist
•	 Process engineer
•	 Process mineralogy specialist
•	 Pyrometallurgy specialist.

30  |  Metallurgical Engineering

“I chose to study metallurgical engineering because I’ve always 
had a passion for chemistry and understanding chemical 
processes from a practical perspective. The most enjoyable part 
of my degree has been relocating to the WA School of Mines 
(WASM) in Kalgoorlie for my third and fourth years. I was able to 
immerse myself in the WASM culture and take on extracurricular 
roles, professional development and social events — all while 
being in the heart of the mining industry.” 

Sarah Montague
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Metallurgical Engineering)

Industries
•	 Banking and finance
•	 Engineering
•	 Equipment design and sales
•	 Food production
•	 Housing
•	 Mining and minerals processing
•	 Research and development
•	 Transportation.

B A C H E L O R  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  ( H O N O U R S )
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Mining Engineering
Develop the skills you need to extract 
minerals from underground or open-pit 
mines.

DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Mining 
Engineering)
LEARN MORE
curtin.edu/bach-mineng

Mining engineering is where the latest 
technology is used to extract minerals from 
the earth safely and efficiently.

It’s a profession defined by rapid scientific 
advancement, and, as a Curtin student, 
you’ll be at the cutting edge.

In this major you will learn about emerging 
mining technology such as robotics, data 
analytics and additive manufacturing. 
You’ll delve into mining economics, 
gain understanding and consideration 
of working with Indigenous cultures, 
and discover how to make a positive 
contribution to sustainable development.

You can broaden your learning and 
enhance your employability by studying 
elective units.

The degree is tailored to guide your 
transition from the classroom to a job in 
the global resources sector, fully equipped 
to handle the technological developments 
that are transforming the industry.

In your first year, you’ll study the 
Engineering Foundation Year (EFY), 
learning the fundamental concepts and 
develop the skills common to all areas of 
engineering.

Following this, you can go directly to Curtin 
Kalgoorlie, or study for a second year in 
Perth before completing your third and final 
years in Kalgoorlie. Studying in Kalgoorlie 
will provide you with meaningful exposure 
to the mining industry.

As you progress, emphasis will be placed 
on mining science and technology, 
which involves the study of soil and rock 
mechanics, explosives and rock breakage, 
materials transport, mining methods, 
mine planning, project evaluation and 
the environment. In your final year, you’ll 
undertake a major research project and a 
team design project.

Double degree
You can study a Bachelor of Engineering 
(Hons) (Mining Engineering) as part of 
a double degree. See pages 19–20 for 
double degree combinations.

Professional recognition
Graduates fulfil the stage one 
competencies required by Engineers 
Australia for a professional engineer.

After a set period of practical experience 
in the industry, you can apply to the WA 
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 
and Safety to sit for examinations that will 
qualify you for statutory Certificates of 
Competency (First Class Mine Manager, 
Underground Supervisor, and Quarry 
Manager).

Career information
Careers
•	 Mining engineer
•	 Management consultant
•	 Mine manager
•	 Mine planner and designer
•	 Mining company director
•	 Operations manager.

Industries
•	 Government
•	 Mining and resources
•	 Research and development
•	 Risk analysis and investment.
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Petroleum 
Engineering
Learn how to evaluate, drill, develop and 
mine oil and gas reserves.

DEGREE
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) (Petroleum 
Engineering)
LEARN MORE
curtin.edu/bach-pteng

Petroleum engineers extract oil and gas 
from deposits below the Earth’s surface. 
They collaborate with other professionals to 
understand the geological and geophysical 
characteristics of particular reservoirs, 
before designing, testing and implementing 
the most effective and profitable extraction 
method.

Because reservoirs yield up to 30% of 
their oil, petroleum engineers are needed 
to develop methods that optimise oil and 
gas production. These engineers are also 
needed to help develop offshore gas fields.

In this major you will learn how to 
evaluate, drill, develop and mine oil 
and gas reserves. You’ll study chemical 
engineering, drilling, fluid flow through 
reservoirs, formation evaluation, geology, 
hydrocarbon phase behaviour, oil and gas 
field development, petroleum production 
technology, thermodynamics and well 
completions engineering.

You will undertake practical study in fluid 
and reservoir rock and drilling laboratories, 
and gain industry exposure through 
field trips to service company offices, 
government offices, and drilling, exploration 
and production operation sites.

You’ll also gain an understanding of global 
economic trends and corporate profit 
margins through the study of economics, 
risk and project management.

In your final year, you’ll undertake a 
major research project, as well as a field 
development planning and design project.

Professional recognition
Graduates fulfil the stage one 
competencies required by Engineers 
Australia for a professional engineer.

Career information
Careers
•	 Petroleum engineer
•	 Drilling engineer
•	 Field operation engineer
•	 Production engineer
•	 Reservoir engineer
•	 Subsurface engineer
•	 Well completions engineer.

Industries
•	 Environmental management
•	 Government
•	 Health and safety
•	 Oil and gas
•	 Research and development
•	 Water treatment.

B A C H E L O R  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  ( H O N O U R S )
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Common uni words

Course types
Bachelor degree 
The standard university award recognised worldwide for successfully 
completing an undergraduate course. 

•	 Double degree: Studying two complementary bachelor degrees 
concurrently. For example, Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts.

•	 Honours: Additional research and coursework at an advanced level. 

Postgraduate degree
A higher degree qualification and subject specialisation that can be 
studied once you have completed a bachelor degree.

Undergraduate study
Education that leads to your first university qualification, usually a bachelor 
degree.

Course structure
Major 
A series of more than eight units in the same area within a bachelor 
degree. A major includes at least two units at final-year level. 

•	 Double major: Studying two majors within a degree course. 
For example, Bachelor of Commerce (Economics and Finance). 

Minor or specialisation
A minor or specialisation is a set of four units in the same discipline. It may 
complement your bachelor degree or major, and can be from the same 
discipline as your bachelor degree or a different discipline. For example, 
you may study a Bachelor of Arts (Journalism) and complement this with a 
commerce specialisation such as Public Relations.

Professional placement/internship
Working in a professional environment during your studies to extend your 
knowledge and practical skills. 

Stream
A series of six units in the same discipline. 

Unit
A component of a course that covers one subject area in detail. 
A unit may comprise lectures, tutorials, class presentations, group work, 
computer lab sessions, case studies, workplace assignments and exams. 

•	 Core unit: A compulsory unit, which is specified in the course outline.
•	 Elective unit: A unit that can be chosen from any discipline as long as 

you meet the prerequisites.
•	 Optional unit: A unit that you choose from a specified list provided in 

the course outline.

Course essentials
ATAR
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank, used for allocating places in 
university courses.

•	 Guaranteed ATAR: A rank that guarantees you a place on the course 
provided you meet the course prerequisites and English proficiency 
requirements.

•	 Minimum ATAR: The lowest rank you need to be considered for entry 
to a course. 

Desirable
A non-essential but recommended subject completed before starting a 
course.

Duration
The time it will take to complete the course if you study full-time.

Intake
The semester or trimester when you can begin studying the course.

Location
Curtin campuses that offer the course.

Prerequisite
A subject or unit you must complete before starting a course or taking a 
higher-level unit.

STAT
The Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) is a national test for those who 
don't meet university admission criteria. STAT can be used to meet entry 
criteria for some courses, or as a way to satisfy Curtin’s English proficiency 
requirements if you haven't done so through year 12.

Visit tisc.edu.au/static/guide/stat.tisc.

Study mode
How much study you undertake in a semester or a trimester.

•	 Domestic students: Full-time study is three or four units per semester. 
Part-time study is one or two units per semester. Studying part-time 
reduces your weekly workload but extends the duration of your course. 

•	 International students: International students studying in Australia on 
a student visa must study four units per semester for most courses. 
A small number of courses allow a study load of three units.

Other university terms
Advanced standing / credit for recognised learning
Recognition of any previous study or work experience you have that may 
exempt you from having to study some units of your degree.

Faculty
A teaching area comprising university schools and disciplines.

OUA
Open Universities Australia.

Semester
A 16-week study period. There are two semesters per calendar year. 

TISC
The Tertiary Institutions Service Centre processes university applications 
on behalf of the four public Western Australian universities. It also 
administers STAT.

Trimester
A 14-week study period. There are three trimesters per calendar year.

WACE
Western Australian Certificate of Education.



Manage your finances

Before you start your course, consider the 
financial implications, find out how much it will 
cost and look at ways to manage your budget.

Tuition fees
You will need to pay tuition fees for each unit you undertake at 
Curtin. The amount you pay will depend on the course you are 
studying, the units you enrol in and whether you are a domestic or 
international student. 

Curtin offers Commonwealth-supported undergraduate places 
to students who are Australian citizens, New Zealand citizens, 
Australian permanent residents, and Australian permanent 
humanitarian visa holders.

A Commonwealth-supported place is a subsidised higher education 
enrolment. The Australian Government subsidises these student 
places by paying part of your tuition fees directly to Curtin. The 
subsidy amount is not a loan and you do not have to pay it back. 
You only pay the remainder of the fee, known as the student 
contribution amount for each unit in which you are enrolled. 

Our fees and charges web page shows the required student 
contribution for every unit. 

To apply for a Commonwealth-supported place, you must submit an 
electronic Commonwealth Assistance Form (eCAF) with a valid tax 
file number to Curtin before the due date.

You will also need to provide Curtin with your Unique Student 
Identifier (USI). Applying for a USI is fast and free, and you keep the 
same USI for life. Apply at usi.gov.au.

As a Commonwealth-supported student, you have the option of 
paying your student contribution fee by the study period due date 
or deferring your payment via the HELP loan scheme.

Visit curtin.edu/course-fees.

HECS-HELP
HECS-HELP is a government loan scheme, which allows you 
to defer payment of your student contribution amount until you 
start earning an annual salary above the compulsory repayment 
threshold.

Once your salary exceeds the threshold, you will begin repaying 
your loan as a percentage of your wage to the Australian Tax Office.

HECS-HELP is available to all eligible students enrolled in a 
Commonwealth-supported place and it takes effect involuntarily if 
you have provided Curtin with your tax file number, and if you don't 
pay your student contribution up-front by the study period due date.

Visit studyassist.gov.au/help-loans.
International students are not eligible for Commonwealth-supported places 
and should contact Curtin Global for fee information.

Student Services and Amenities Fee
The Student Services and Amenities Fee (SSAF) is a fee that 
universities and other approved higher education providers may 
charge for non-academic services and amenities, such as sporting 
and recreational activities, employment and career advice, child 
care, financial advice and food services. If you are eligible, you 
may choose to defer all or part of your fee for the relevant year 
through a HELP loan scheme, SA-HELP.

Visit curtin.edu/ssaf.

SA-HELP
Similar to HECS-HELP, SA-HELP is a loan scheme, which helps 
you pay for all or part of your Student Services Amenities Fee, 
provided you are an Australian citizen, permanent humanitarian 
visa holder, or eligible New Zealand special category visa holder.

If you use SA-HELP, the amount will be added to your HELP debt. 
You may opt to access the SA-HELP loan even if you don’t wish to 
access any of the other HELP loan schemes.

Visit studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/sa-help.

Other expenses
Tuition fees do not cover the cost of some items required for 
studying a particular unit or course. Examples of these items 
include but are not limited to:
•	 art supplies
•	 field trips
•	 first aid courses
•	 lab coats 
•	 textbooks
•	 Working With Children Check. 

You may also incur day-to-day expenses, which include but are 
not limited to parking, transport, food and recreation costs.

Centrelink
Centrelink may provide financial assistance to students who 
are Australian residents and studying full time, however each 
applicant is assessed on an individual basis and must meet other 
specific criteria. Services to students include:
•	 Abstudy
•	 Health Care Card
•	 rent assistance
•	 student financial supplement
•	 Youth Allowance.

Visit servicesaustralia.gov.au/centrelink.

Curtin Student Guild
The Guild provides comprehensive education, welfare and social 
services to its members. If you become a full Guild member, you 
can take advantage of discounts both on and off campus. In 
conjunction with the Curtin Bookshop, the Guild offers bookshop 
grants to students in need of financial assistance. The Guild also 
offers tax and budgeting advice.

Elite athletes
Elite athletes may be eligible for funding support via: 
•	 Elite Athlete Grant  –  awarded annually to student athletes in 

the Elite Athlete Program who display sound academic results 
while competing in their respective sports. 

•	 Subsidies to assist student athletes in representing Curtin at 
the Australian University ‘Nationals’, World University Games/
Championships and other events.

•	 Free Curtin Stadium gym memberships.

Visit stadium.curtin.edu.au/sport/academy.
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